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STATEMENT, ^e. 



At a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of IN^ 
HABITANTS of Edinburgh, regarding the 
BuUdvags on ihe Wed Side qfthe Ncfrth Bridge, 
hel4 within the Royal Eax^^ange ^(^S^^-house, 
on Thursday, the 12tt day qf J^Onwiry 1818 
years, iu consequence of Notes of InHma/ifm 
from the Convener, ofyesterday^s date^^ 

PRESENT, 

Sir James FergussoB^ Bart. 
James Stuart> £sq« 
Alexander Nasmyth, Esq. 
David Cleghom^ Esq. 
John Bradfote, Esq. 
Joseph Gordon^ Esq. 
Professor Playfair. 
James Moncrtefi^ Esq. 
William Ingfis, Esq. 
Norman Hill, Esq< 
Wiffiam Trotter, E^q. 
John Cuninghaii»&, Esq* 
Macvey Napier, £$q% 
James Naime, Esq. 

Sir James Fergussen in the Chair, 
a 
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Mr. Stuart i^ported^ that^ agreeably to the 
directions of the last raeetiug of the Committee, 
held pn the 4th instant, he had, on tha£ day,f 
transmitted to the Liord Provost a letter, in 
the following terms : — , 

*< 2, North Charlotte Street, 4:th Feb. ISlSl 

"My Lord, "^ 

** The communications which took place be- 
" tween your Lordship and the Comtmittee ap-^ 
" pointed by the Meeting of Inhabitants, imrae- 
** diately after their appointment, on 2d Decem- 
" ber last, have, I truest, convinced you and the 
*^ Town-Council, that oitr w'ish from the begin- 
•* ning has been to obtain our object, the reduc- 
" tion of the height of the Buildings oh the west 
** side of the North Bridge, with the least possi- 
" ble sacrifice to all parties concerned, and not to 
** adhere pertinaciously to what we conceive to 
^ be our rights, if our waving them could con- 
^ tribute to prevent the permanent injury to 
*' the City, of which we complained. We at 
"once agreed ta take into consideration the' 
" terms of adjustment which your Lordship 
" mentioned as being proposed by the Builders 
" or Sub-feuars to you,, although, in doing so, 
" we exceeded oiB? powers. But weweire ready 
" to incur some degree of responsibUity to our 
" Constituents, that we Height be able to prove 
" to them, and to the PubUc, that our measures 



** had been pursued with that regard to mode- 
*' ratum which our Constituents had recdm- 
^^^inended to m^ Our meetings with your 
" Lordship and the Council, and all Itqpes of 
^* ^trajtididal settlement, were put an 'end to, 
^ by your informing Mr. Naime and me, early 
** in January, that you were now resolved, in 
^ the first instance, to await the decision of the 
"Court. 

" The opinion of the Court has accordingly 
"been obtained; and, although two of the 
" Judges saw grounds for refusing the Bills of 
** Suspension, on account of the lateness of the 
*' period when our challenge was brought, the 
^ whole Court agreed in thinking, that the act 
** of Parliament could not, by implication, take 
^ aWay the" snervitudes to which the charters 
^* granted after the decrcet-arbitral entitled us. 

^* Immediately after^the decision, yesterday,' 
^ I thought it right to summon the Committee 
*> to meet to-day, to consider what our future 
" proceedings. should be. It is now my duty to 
** infotm'your Lordship, generally, what their 
** resolutions have been ; and I trust you will 
*^ find them to be dictated by the same spirit 
" of conciliation which has hitherto marked 
" our conduct. 

" We take it for granted, that, if the deci- 
*^ sion of the Court in passing the Bills be ulti- 
'^ xnately confirm^, no buildings whatever can 



*' be erected <m any patt of St. Anne'a Street, 
V fipder the pewers of tiie existing Act of Paf- 
** Kamfent But we are willing to withdraw afl 
^^ legal fiirobeedmgs, on cokAlition timt Ihe Town- 
f^ Council and the Fauftm agktEje that IJvere diaH 
** fee oely ^ buikliiig not higher thaa fififceeti 
♦* f(^t Above the causeway of the Bndge, with 
" ^ flat roof; that the southmost tenemeht^ 
" only lately begun, and the most objectioaable 
*< of the whole, shall iM>t be erected ; and that 
^^ th6 building to remain, the south front of 
^' the presoidy aiected southmost buflc&ig, and 
** btaUing to be erected with a proper sweeji 
*^ or turn on the east side of Madcay's Hote!^ 
^ fiihafl be fintdbed agieeabfy to a plan, to be 
<^ isettled with a dile rcgatd to the interest of 
": th^ Fiiblic and c the Builders, by the Lord 
^VPrmdent, the l^rd Justice-rClerk, Sir Wil- 
" Ham Bae, Bart. Hemry Mackenzie, Esq. one 
^Vmembet of the Town-Cduncil, to be named 
^^ by them^ ftnd one member of the Committee, 
*^ to be named by the Committee. 

^' Jm case tills arrangement be adopted, it 
** will fall on us to be responsible that the Sus- 
*^ penders wkhdraw the suits. The subject 
** has^ I may add, been fully discussed by us. 
" We are aware of many inconveniences at- 
" tending even the erection of a row of shops 
" on the North &idge ; but we trust, that 
** the: preservation of the striking views from 



•* <iie C5ateoii4iifl iwtd and from Pri<K*^« Street, 
^ and the Femov^ df a otosiderafole part <tf the 
^ unseetoly pile of Bufldings now visiWe from 
^ Prince'* Staneet, will induce the pul^c to be* 
** lieve, thaSv ifl the proposal wc make, we have 
^ neither been inattaitivfe to their interest, nor 
^ acted iticonadferately 4»ward9 the other par- 
** ties OMioemed. 

^ W6 ar^ ha;^y to find, by Mr. Claud Rus- 
" sell's Eeport to the Omrt of Session, dated 
** 12th November last, and which is now in 
^ our hands, that the Town are possessed of 
** very large funds, at least of a sum amount- 
** ing to between 9 and MlS/XX), applicable 
** solely to the improvement of North Bridge 
^ Street. This sum, and the amount of the 
^ feu-duty, which, we £oitaii^ly understood, tlj 
** Town was wining to abate, will, we doub 
?^not, go for. to indemnify the Town for th 
f* cfaiims: of the Feuars on them, -supposing this 
^ agreement to be gone into. 

" I have the honcmr to be, with respect, my 
^ Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and mo6t 
" humble servant, 

(Signed) " Ja. Stuart, 

^' Convener piiii^ Committee.* 
Addressed to '' The Right Honourable the Lord 
*^ Provost of Edinburgh.** 

The above letter, Mr. Stuart farther report- 
ed, had remained unanswered until the evening 
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of the 10th instant, when he received a letter, 
in the following terms, from Messrs. Macritchie 
and Murray, Agents for the Town, inclosing 
the Minute of a Meeting of the Feuars and Sub- 
feuars referred to in it, in which they offer to 
reduce the Houses, one storey, and to leave it to 
the Lord President, Lord Justioe-Clerk, and 
Lord Chief Commissioner, to. determine whe-^ 
ther a reduction to the shop storey, or of ^ne 
^orey onty, be most expedient ;— 

5' Edinburgh, lOtk February 1^18. 

^* We are desired by the Lord Provost to 
^* say, that his Lorddiip had the honour to re- 
^^ ceive your letter of the 4th instant, relative 
** to the Buildings on the North Bridge, and had 
^' deemed it proper to transmit a copy thereof 
** to the Feuars and Sub-feuars, and to request 
" them to state whether they would agree to 
** all or any of your proposals, and upon what 
" precise terms, in order that his Lordship might 
f* be enabled, by their rieply, to make ^ proper 
" answer to you. ' 

" From their Minutes, inclosed, you will oh- 
^5 serve that they demand full indemnification. 
** But we are authorised by his Lprdship to say, 
" that he never did, for a moment,^ contemplate 
" the idea of the funds of the City being ap- 
f* plied to th^t purpose. ConsequeQtIy, u^les9 



" you, and the other gentlemen for wtoifi you 
"act, are willing to undertake the burden of 
** indemnifying the Feuars and Sub-feuars, with 
** the aid of such definite sacrifice as the City 
" might be warranted to make, the Lord Pro- 
*^ vost takes it for granted that the Suspension 
" must proceed, and that the question will be 
" brought to trial before the Lord Ordinary^ 
** without any unnecessary delay. 

" It is proper, before concluding, to correct a 
*• mistake into which you have fallen, in the 
" last paragraph of your letter, in which you 
" mention, that the Town is possessed of a 
" sum, amounting to between 9 and i§12000^ 
** applicable solely to the improvement of the 
** l^orth Bridge. We beg to inform you, that^ 
^ in virtue of different acts of Parliament, the 
" balanoe in the hands of the Trustees for build-- 
*^ing the South Bridge is appropriated to va- 
"nous works, to be executed by the Magis- 
" trates of Edinburgh. -Looking forward to 
** that balance, the Magistrates have laid out a 
** very large sum in carrying the acta into exe-^ 
** cution, andj after giving credit ' for the ba- 
" lance arising out of this ftmd, a very consider- 
" able sum will still remain due to the City.— ^ 
^ We ate, Sir^ your most obedient Servants, 

(Signed) " MACRiTcmE & Murray."^ 

Addressed to <^ Jams Stuart, Esq. W.Sr 



Tiiie M«;eti|ig regM to &i^, th»t %}» Qm^ 
miinicatiai itom the Ageaata of tfeie Town seems 
to leave Aem no alterpative b%t to proceed with 
the dkcussion of the legal question*. The Meet-* 
ing regret the determjji^tion ad^ted by the 
Lord Provost the m«e> because the chief ob- 
rtaqle whkh was ^viiwrfy iwiderstood to exfct, 
has now bqen remosred, a^ the Comnuttee canr 
not doubt, from the ttrem of the resolutions oS 
the Fenars tmd Snb^cmtrs, tibat all question with 
them, suppoauig the Town wflling to pronde 
for their indemnife^atioii, would, at one meet- 
ing, be removed, eithar by a compromise or by 
arbitration^ The Committee would have.bee^ 
well pleased that the Xiord Provost had adopted^ 
the suggestion of thePeuars and Sub^feuars, to 
have, an immediate meeting of all parties con-* 
cemed,^ with a view to forward an amicabltf 
adjustment, which the Committee and the 
Peuan^ and Sid)-feimrs even yet join in being 
naost anxious to effibot. 

The Committee find, by a communication 
received from Ae Sub-feuaits during tibe Meet*- 
ing, that they are willing to lefer the amount 
of their indemnificatioii to the Lord Freudent, 
Lord Justice-Clerk, and Lord Chief Commis- 
sioner ; and that the SuWeuaiS h^^ve requested 
tfee Lord Provost to inform th^ what sacrifice 
the Town asks from themt and have acsquaitit*. 
ed his Lordship that they will immediately take 
4 
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Bis communication on that subject into serious 
consideration, and with no wish of throwing 
unreasonable obstacles iii the way. The Coin- 
mittee trust, that, in these circumstances, the 
Tjord Provost and Town Council will reconsider 
the determinati(m conamunicated in the letter 
from the Agents for the Town to Mr. Stuart. ' 

Mr. Stuart stated that he had felt it to bie 
his duty to apply to Mr. Glaud RusseH for pre- 
cise information on the subject of the balance 
remaining of' the South Bridge funds ; and he 
laid before the. Meeting a letter from himself to 
Mr. Russell, of yesterday's date, with that gen* 
tlfeman's answer, from which it appears, that 
those funds amounted, at Whitsunday 1817i 
to i^l2,017 : 7 : 1, of which the Town is pos- 
sessed of i^l 1,381 : 9: 5, ^9781 : 9 : 5 bemg 
due- by promissory-notes of the Chamberlkiij. 
of the €ity of Edinburgh. 

^Jiese- letters are in the foBowing terms c.-^ 

ff.^ffforth Charlotte Sk^elEdifiburglh 

nthfeb.ms. 

** I am diesirous to be able to communicate tp 
**^the Committee appointed by the Meeting o^ 
" Inhabitants, respecting the North Bridg^ 
" Buildings, precise' information as to the ba-^ 
^* lance remaining due hy the South Bridge 
^ Trustees, which may be very useful to us in ou^ 
** comniuniqations with the parties ppposed to 
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^^xxs in the legal proccedkxgs respecting thow 
** buildings. ''■• > — ' • 

** 'i am possesgod of your printed report^ da- 
^ ted ISth Nov€9Qpiber last> framed by order of 
^* the Gonrt; in the process brcKight by these 
^ Trustees, in torder to enable, them to ascertain 
^ to wfeoni They are' in^^afety to pay the ba^ 
" lance remaining in their h^nds^ ^ 

f^ It appea« to me^ th«t^ according to your 
^ report, the balanefe remaining due by thesq 
** trustees, at Whitsunday 1817^' wm i^l2^41, 
" 16s. of which sum- tiieteis due, ^ by tlie^pnn 
** missory-notes of the Chamberlain of the City 
" of Edmburgh, i^9781 : 9:6— that the only 
" dfebts remaining due by those Trustees are two 
" sums of '1^1089 : 17; 11,, and i^l264 : lU 
'* the free balance thus being i^iO,487 : 7 : 1 • - 

" lYom the introduction of your report, it 
♦'further appears, that this balance, was origir 
**.nally destined, by act of Parliameritj fot^the 
*' erection of buildings in the University, but 
** that, by subsequent acts, it has been directed 
^* to be applied in the necessary expenditure for 
** taking away, the Luckenbooths, for widening 
** the North Bridge Street, and to the extent of 
** J^5500 for the purpose of draining the Mea-J* 
«'dow,— -that i^3000 has been paid to the 
" Magistrates for the last-mentioned purpose^ 
** and that i^lSOO has been paid to them 1» 
** account of an interim warrant which they ob^r 
" tained. ^ 
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- ^^ The wlibole balance^ theres^re, still in the 
^ liands of the South Bridge Tnistee^at Whit* 
1* Sunday 1817, is composed of the two s^ns 
** abpyermentioned, i^lO,487 : 7 : 1, and if 1600, 
ff making together ggl2,Q87 : ,7 : 1, of .which 
^ the.town is possessed of 1^11^381 : 9 :^ afte? 
^' allowing tl^m retention of the if 3000, jiaid 
^\ to them for draining, the Meadow. ^ . ^ 
^ >**May J beg you ti^Ietme^know if the above 
^f stateaient a^^ars ^ta be correct, I am, Sir^, 
*^iyour moat obedient seifvant^ ^ t > . 
... , (Signed) . ./^ :Ja..Sti7art;? 

AijidmsecU '\ Chad. Buneli, Esq. NofihumberUmd Street.'* 

^' Edinburgh, nth Feb. ISli; 

** Dear Sir, 
** On looking into the printed report made 
** out by me in the process of multiplepoinding, 
*^ mentioned in the preceding letter, the difie- 
** rent statements therein contained appear to 
^ be correctly made, t am J Dear Sir, your 
** most obedient servant, 

(Sighed) ** Claud Russell/* 

Aidreabe&to^' fames StOart, Esq. W. S.*' 



i, . « # . ^ t J 



f- 



u. Mr«v Stuart -further stated, that, from infor-^ 
mation^xonunonioated to him by the Sub-^uars 
and r^pectal^ BuiM^s,' it appears that the 
fiboye^bidanpe, withthe value of the feurduty 
Sac the North Bridge Buildings, will lar motip 
thaU' discharge-^ claims of the Feuars and Sub* 
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fe^kars, s^posing ^etn entitled td fMI indeiitni- 
jfication for taking, down the bouses to thie 
height of 15 feet' above 1i^ causeway of thfe 
^Bridge. 

The meeting, cdhsideiing that aU exertion tb 
promote the ' Subscription for the n«:eseaiy er- 
pences to be incurred in the law-suit was sus- 
pended, aS soon as a sufficient sum was obtain^ 
ed for tiying the question, in the first instance, 
reconmiend, that all means in the power of thie 
Committee, be taken for forwarding the Sub- 
scription, until such a sum be raised as is requi- 
site for bringing the question to issue, if iiecey- 
sary, even in the House of Peers. They agree 
individually to use their utmost exertions for 
this purpose. 

The Committee are confident, that, in the 
fcircumstances in which they are now placedf 
having in vain offered terms of compromise, af- 
ter obtaining a first decision in their favour, 
and being most ready to adopt any mode of 
settlement, by which the great object in view 
may be most easily obtained, and with the least 
expense to all parties, they will not appeal in 
vain to their Fdlow-eitizens to assist them with 
the means of abating a numnce disgraeeful to 
the City, and m the very heart of it. 

The Meeting resolve, that Subscripti<»i-pap6r8 
shall be lodged in all the Banking<4i6uses and 
Booksellers' shops, and direct tibis Mmirte to bb 
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published in the newspapers, if no communica- 
tien be made by the Xiwd Frovost tothe Con- 
vener of the Committee before M^ndaymext. 

The Meeting ^direct copies of this Minute to 
be^s^it by .the Convener to the Lord Provost 
land Agents for the Feuars and Sub-feuars. 

(Signed) Jahes Fergusson, Pfwes, 



m <w % » »»* vm^ nm^ MW^»» 
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Aim ADJOURNED MEBTING oftUeOM^ 
MJTTME^ 0f4he INHABITANTS ^ 
EDiNM VRGH, { regarding -the^ ^uUdingr on 

u tba WeslSideijaf &e North Bridge^ Mid mthiit 
the Roytd Exchange Coffee-Hotisep on Tuesdajf^ 
the 17th day of February 1818 years^ in conse^ 
. . qnence of Notes of Intimation frjom the Convener^ 
of yesterday's 4ater^ 

Thobias Allan, Esq. m the Chair* 

Mr* Stuai^. laid before the Meeting a very 
long letter, of this day's dite, from Messrs. 
Macritchie and Murray, Agents for the City^ 
to him. . 

^ These Gentlemen state in that letter, that 
tjie Lord Provost *' cannot recommend tO his^ 
"Colleagues m the Town Council to b^conie 
" parties to any reference or submission, what- 
** ever the fprm of it may be, and however, un- 
**^ exceptionable the arbiters may be, which shall 
** assume that the Suspenders have a legal right 
^\tQ suqp^ upon any of the conclusions now in 
^depend^ce before the Cpipt of Session, and 
^'^ that the City may thereby become liable? to 
^ indenmify the Sub-feuars, and ought, upon- 
"this footing, to become parties to a valuation 
** by architects, to ascertain the amount of that 
*^ indemnification.'' 
Messrs. Maqritchie andMi:|rray farther state, 
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in the condudmg part of the letter^ that they 
are " desired to say that the liot^ Provost ehtt 
" by na means admit, either that the buildhigs 
** in question are jCisdy characterised by the 6pin 
" thets'ofa nuimnde dhgrdceful to tke Cityi&t 
** that so small' a ni|mb»'of individtmls, (as thte 
** Committ^)' howeyef : eminent, are i i^titkll 
" to assume, tharthey express the saise of thi 
^Mnhabitants t)f this Gity at large, or^ of a ma^- 
*' jority, or even of any vety censiderable body 
** of the Citizens. His Liordship ' can stiU Ifes? 
** admit, that any single j)diilt,- on t3ie merits 
** of the question, which the Suspenders ha'^e 
" thought fit to agitate, relative to' Ae he# 
" buildings on the west- of the North Bridge^ 
** lias been decided, or is likely ever to h^ dtf** 
** eided against the City, it is,' hdwever, onfy 
5* beforethe Supreme Court that hiS Xiord^pj^ 
** or any other person 'acting for the City, eia 
f* enter into , argument u^xm this subject; hnd 
** he must be permitted to decline, as u^egular 
" and improper, all extrajudicial ddscuHSSon, 
"while the cause is in dfependeiice before the 
" proper judges, either hf metos of private 
"correspondence, or through the ni^dium of the 
" public newspapers. 'In thie mean time, vf^ 
'* are* authorised to say, thstt the legal fekivite 
" which his Lorddiip, has 'received does ndt 
" permit him to doubt, that the pleas maiff- 
" teined on the part of the City mifet ultimate^ 
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^ ly be* successful, if the proceedings at law ^dSl: 
^ be resumed/'^ 

The Committee have received this communi- 
cation with equal sairprise and regret ; and they 
cannot doubt that the Lord Provost's insinua- 
tion, that this Committee, appointed by one of 
Ihe most numerous and respectable meetings of 
Inhabitants ever held in this City j does not ex- 
press the sense of any very considerable body of^ 
the Citizens; and the declaration of his detCT- 
mination not to^ agree to^ a reference^ however 
respectable the Arbiters may be, and to decline 
all extrajudicial discussion While the question is 
in dependence before the Supreme Court, will 
induce all classes of the community to come 
forward, to furnish the Conmaittee with the 
means of bringing that question, which was not 
commenced until the most eminent legal ad* 
vice had been obtained, to the most speedy^ 
and, as they caimot doubt, to a successful ter- 
mihation. 

The Conamittee observe^ that the Lord Pro* 
vost, in tiiis letter, assumes that no balance of 
the South' Bridge funds remains. The Com- 
mittee would willingly leave this question to the 
decision of Mr. Russell ; but they had hoped 
the Town would have agreed to abate their feu- 
duty, and to apply the balance of the South 
Bridge funds, whatever it might be, to this 
purpose^ In th^t case, the Cgnmiittee are psr-r 
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iuadfed that the Inhabitants of the City \eould 
liave conciihred with the Magiistrates iii i$and- 
tioning a parliamentary assessment for any short- 
conmgy confident that it would only be of very 
trifling amount. 

The Comimttee now^ therefore^ direct tlieir 
ibrnier minute of the l^h instant, togethei: 
with their mimite of this date, to be inmie- 
diately published in the newspapers^ and alsa t^ 
be printed separately,' and distributed am<«£ 
the Inhabitants of this City. 

(Signed) Thomas Allan. 



m m ^ ^ *^*^ i% ^^t^ i% %f^m'% 
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J^ETTER from Mtisrs. MvicaftiTCHiE f^nd Mue- 
BAY, tO' Mr* Stuaet, before r^erreid to. 

:^ ' ^Edinburgh, nth FS. l^\^. 

Sir, 

Aceor<£ng to our protnis^y in our note of the 
14*h, ^Me now proceed, by direction of the Lord 
•Ptt)Vost, to retDErn that anmver to your commu^ 
^ie&tion whk^h, , after advfekg with the senior 
j^^se^sors of the City; his Lord^p has^ instructed 
us to make. ' 

In the " Minute of the Copimittee of the 
^ Itihabitants/' which you tratnsmitted to hb 
Lordship, it seems to be assumed, that the chief 
obstacle to an amicable arrangement relative ta 
the new buildings along the North Bridge has^ 
been removed by the declaration of the Feuars^ 
and Sub-feuars,. that they are willing to take 
down the buildings to the shop storey, provided 
they shall receive full indemnification from the 
City, the amount of which they propose to^ 
ascertain by arbitration. 

This assumption is the more unlooked for, 
because, in our letter to you of the 10th cur- 
rent, we distinctly stated, that the Lord Pro-- 
vost " never did for a moment contemplate the 
** idea of the funds of the City being applied to 
** that purpose.'^ His Lordship sees not the 
least reason for altering this opinion. On the 
contrary, from all he hears relative to the diq^ 
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©utioh of rental and i&cireaae of the expwice 
which the Sub-feiiars would sustain by the alte- 
rations whichyour Committee proposes,hii3 Xiordt 
ship becomes the more impressed with the ne- 
cessity of guarding the conmitmity against any 
admission of a claim to which he is advised that 
they cannot be considered l^afly responsiUe; 
consequently, his Lordship cannot reconmi^id 
to his Colleagues in the Tawn-Cpuncilto become 
parties to any reSerence or submission, whatever 
the form of it may be, and however unexcep- 
tionable the arbiters may be^ which shall as- 
sume, that ti^ suspenders ha^^ a legal right to 
NSQccess upon any of the oondusions now in d^ 
pendence before the Court of Session^ and that 
the City may thereby become liable to indem* 
infy the Sub-fi^uars, aiiid ought, upon this foot**- 
ing, to become parties to a valuaticii by ardbi-* 
tects to aacertajn the aincpi^t of that ipd^mni-f 
^cation. 

Since the Lord Rovost received your iaet 
communication, we have obtained an as^srwer 
fr<Mn Messrs. Renton and Grant, with a Minute 
of a Committee of Ihdr Clients, copies of both erf 
whith are herewith senL We also indose.a 
^copy of tibe reply which we have berai directed 
by the Lord Provost to return to this last com* 
mumcation of Messris. Renton and Grant, and 
which you'witt see proceeds upon the princ}p|et 
4re lifirvse already stated. 
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We are directed, alsd, to ^serve, that, in th« 
Minute of your Committee, it seems still to be 
held, that a fund, amounting to i§10,487 ster-r 
ling, remains in the hands of the South Bridge 
Trustees, applicable solely to the injprovement 
of the North Brieve, and which your Commit-^ 
tee conceives may, together with the value of 
the feu-duty payable to the City from the 
New Buildings^ be more than sufficient to dis- 
charge all claims for indemnification that caqk 
he incurred by the alterations you require^ 

In our former communication^ we gav«yott 
ta general statement of the real situatiMi of this 
fimd. Since the recd.pt of your letter, to which 
we are now repaying, we have inquired fw the 
process, in ^rder to •examine particularly the 
teraas of the acts of ParUament end statutes, 
which had been produced for fihewing the Court 
that the money expended by the City, in terms 
of the different statutes, far exceeded the balance 
in the h^nds of the Trustees, to which, by the 
terms of those acts, tii©y had a ri^t to look 
for indemnifix^tion of their outlays ^"^d it ha$ 
afforded us satisfaction to find that the whde 
process, induding the states, has for some tiirle, 
been in your, possession, b^:;ause you must now 
be folly aware of. the accuracy of our former 
statement, and admit that the amount of the 
balance in the hands of the Trustees is of no 
consequence in this questitm ; for it is pbdn. Ithftl 
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*lie1>a1ance does not constitute a free fund fot 
general purposes ; on the contrary, it is quite 
insufficient to repay the advance made by the 
City, in terms of the provisions of the different 
«cts of Pariiament, as the states in process shew. 
iBut, in order to prevent aH risk of mistake, we 
beg your attention to the foHowing statement of 
^e enactments, and claim of the City, in more 
full detail, taken from the printed information^ 
which was prepared for the City on the subject 
pf the fund in question, as far back cts the 1st 
of February l^l^:^ 



^^ In the year 1805, a process of multiple-^ 
^' poinding was brought, in the name of the 
^' Trustees appointed by the act of the 25th of 
** the King, for buildii^g the South Bridge, and 
^* making at W improveroertts upon the City, 
^* partipularly mefittioned m the ^ct. 

*^ The object of this action tt^as to Qtmble the 
♦* Trustees to pay, in safetyi^ the balance that 
** remained in their hands, a«i for detennining^ 
^* to whom it was to be paid/ ' 

" The informants, amoAgst others, were called 
^' as parties. In the course of the process, an 
** account was lodged by the Trustees of their 
*^ intromis^ons, from which it appears that the 
^* balance due by them at Martinmajs 1807 
^ ic»t$ide4 to dgl9,531 •• 1^ • 1^ but whici> h» 






^ iiiice beeti condddrably reduced by ce)1:ai«i 
^* payments, to be trifterwards mentioned: 

** The informants lay daim to the whole of 
** the balance in the hands of the Trustees j 
f^ and their claim is grounded upon various en^- 
^ aptments of the Legislature, which they shall 
^ begin by laying before your Lordships. 

By the act the 25th of the King, chap, 38^ 

Trustees are named for opening an easy tod 
^* commodious communication from the Hi^ 
*> Street of the City to the County southward^ 
** and other purposes, and authority is given to 
^* them to sell certain pieces or parcels of ground; 
** and as soon as the foresaid pieces or parcels of 
^ ground, posisessed by tbe saidThjstee^, shall be 
** sold and disponed of by them, the said Trus- 
'^^ tees are fe^reby required to balance theii- 
^ books ; and if there shall be feny sum tw sums 
f*;of money in their hands or dtae to them, 6t 
*' feu-duties ufidispot^d of^ ' thsfl, irid in that 
^ 'idal3e, the said Tftt^eefe, of kiif mot morfe of 
^ tiiem, shall, and they ftrcrheifeby authorised 
^ arid required, to apply such sUm or sums of 
" money, feu-duties and others, in the &:St 
^ place, towards plavihg Nicolson*s Street, and 
^ the residue towards ^tecting buildings in the 
" said University of Edinburgh^ 

^ By a subsequent act, however, the 2(5th of 
^ the King, chap. 113, tht funds in the hands 
^ of the ^Tustees were sj^cially kppdinted to-bii 
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^ paM over io the Lord Rroyofit, Magretrsfeiji 
" and Cotincil, in order to reimburse them for 
\* the ^xpence of wideni4g the High Street, and 
** taking away the Luckenbooths, Prison,^ and^ 
** Weigh-house.'^ After reciting the previous 
^ statutes, it proceeds thus : ** And whereais thc^ 
** removal of the buildings^ from that part of 
•* the High Street of Edinburgh, commonly 
^ caUed the Luckenbgoths, of the Prison, and 
^ of the Weigh-house at the head of the street 
^ called the Lawnmarket, will be advantageous 
^ and beneficial to the inhabitants of the said 
** City, be it therefore enacted, by the authority 
^* aforesaid, that, as soon as a new Prison aisd a 
f* new Bridewell, or House of Industry, for the? 
f * City of Edinburgh, shall be begun to be built 
** and erected, that the said Lord Provost, Ma- 
•* gistrates, and Council, for themselves, and irt 
" behalf of the community, shall have foil 
^^ power and authority to ^ree with the own-^ 
^ ets and occupiers of the houses, grounds, and 
*^ ar^s, situated upon the said High Street, 
^ known by the name of the Luckenbooths, 
^ and to purchase the premises at such prices 
" as shaD be agreed on by the said Lord Pro- 
^^ vost. Magistrates, and Council, and the said 
^ owners and occupiers respectively, and to or^ 
^ der the said houses to be pulled down^ to- 
" gether with the aforesaid Weigh-house and 
• Prison^ -in order that the High Street of 



** Edinbui^h may be mdcined and nrade^ mort? 
**^UMfonn.'' ^ , . . 

^* By another clause, it is alsodedared, thaty 
•* in order to enable the isaid Lord Provost,' 
**^ Magistrates, and CottHcil, to" widen the said 
** High Street, and to take away the said 
^ Liuckenbooths, Prison, and Weigh-house, it 
** mil be proper to give them the prospect of 
** a^fundfor that purpose^ be it therefore enact- 
^ ed, by the authority aforesaid, that the TrusH 
" teesT for making the said Bridge over the 
" Cowgate, and communication from the High 
" Street to the south, in whatever situation 
** their funds may be, and whether there shall 
** be a deficiency or not, shall have foil power, 
^ and they are hereby authorised, to demand^ 
** levy, and collect, from every proprietor of the 
^rCity, South and North Leith, Canongate, and 
**^Plea«ance, and of the eight districts on tiie 
"south side of the City, a sum of money, not 
" exceeding d§10 per cent, of dne year'* valued 
** rent, as the same shall be ascertained, for pay- * 
" ment of the land-tax, in the same way and 
" manner as they are entitled to demand and 
" levy the. same, in the event of their fonds be^ 
" ing deficient, to the amount of the said ^10 
^^ per centum^ any thing in the before-recited 
'* act of the 25th year of the reij^ of his pre- 
^ sent Majesty notwithstanding/' 
- *^ In the same statute, there is likewise the 

5 
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^'^ following otiactipent and provision :— And be 
" it ftgrther enacted^ by the authority aforesaid^ 
** that the said Trustees for opening the com- 
** niunicatioii frpm the High Street to the 
** amtibt ]>y ^ brieve over- the Cowgate, shaH 
** account for the amount of the aforesaid tea 
** pounds per. centupt of the foresaid yearlyv 
^ valuation! to the Lord Provost, Magistrates^ 
^* and Council of the said City ; and shall make 
** payineait to them, or to the City , Chamber- 
^ lain in. their name^ of the amount of the 
^ aforesaid i^lO per centum of the said valua- 
^* tion, after deducting such part thereof as 
** shall be due to the said. Trustees at balancing 
" their books, in manner mentioned in the 
** before-recited act ; the said $urn$ to be apr 
^y plied hy the said Lord Provost^ Magistrates^ 
" and Council^ for widening the ' High Street^ 
*' and taking away the Ljickenbooths^ . the Pri^ 
" wn, and Weigh-house^ and to no other 

^' PURPOSE WHATEVER." 

*' By another statute, passed in the year 1787^ 
** entitled, An act for making a road jirom St. 
^' Beqiitrd Street, in the Town of Leith, to 
^Hb« iwt of Leith Walk, in the County of 

Edinburgh ; and for. widening and enlarging 
^ certain streets in the City of ij^dinburgh, and 
" the avenues leading to the same ; and for 
** amending two , several acts passed rdating to 
" the said City, in the 25th and 2dth years of 

d 



a 



SI6 

^* his present Majesty,^ it is, Inter alia^ enacted, 
** And whereas several of the purposes of the 
« before-recited acts of the 25th and Wtki of 
^* his present Majesty, would be more eflectij- 
" ally answered, if the said Lord Provost, Mar 
** gistrates, arid Council, and their afdresaids, 
^* were entitled to take away the Luckenboothi 
^ before the new Prison and Bridewell shall 
" be begun to be built and erected j and after 
" paying the expense of purchasing the Lticken* 
** booths, out of the monies to he paid to them 
" by the said Trustees ; if then the said Lord 
** Provost, Magistrates, and Council were au- 
** thorised to apply the residue which may after- 
^^ wards remain in their hatids^ to the extent 
** of ^1500 sterling, for the purpose of dndn- 
** ing the Meadow on the south ade of the 
**.City of Cdinbiugh, in the way and manner 
" meiitidned in the aforesaid act of the 25th 
" of his Majesty, and the residue^ if any &e, 
^^for the purpose of widening North Bridge 
^ Street^ and taking apjay the tenement at Mill's 
" Square ; be it therefore enacted, by the au- 
f* thority aforesaid, that the said Lord Provost, 
^ Magistrates, and Council, and their foresaids, 
^^ shall, from and after the passing of this pre* 
** sent act, have full power and authority tto 
^^ purchase and take away the Luckenbooths, 
** as soon as conveniently may be, in the way 
^^ and manner directed by the said-redted act, 
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^^ passed in the 96th ye^ of the reign of his 
^^ present Majesty, and that although the build*- 
^*ing of the said new Prison and Bridewell 
^^ shall not be begun ; and that, after payment 
^ of the expense thereof, the said Lord Provost, 
^ Magistrate and Council, and their aforesaids, 
^ i^haU be empowered, and they are hereby aus^ 
^ thcoised and ^npowered, to apply any sum 
^^ Of mxm of money remaining in their hands, 
^^ -^the mafoes appointed to be paid to them by 
** the mid Trustees^ to the extent of the said 
^^ sum of d^l500 sterling, for the purpose of 
^^ iksoipi^ the aforesaid Meadow, and the rem 
^^ sidue for the purpose of widening the said 
^^ streft caUed North Bridge Street^ any thing 
^ in tjie before-recited act of the 26th year of 
f^ the reign of his present Majesty to the con- 
** trary notwithstanding/* 

** Sec. 20.— And, in order to enable the said 
;" Lcord Provost, Magistrates, and Council, and 
^ their ^foresaids, to take away the Lucken*- 
^ booths, to drain the Meadow, to widen the 
" Wtry to the said North Bridge, and to re- 
^ move the said Prison and Weigh-house, and 
" in order that the jmyment of the aforesaid 
** ri§10 p^r centum of the valued rent may be 
" more eas^ and convenient to the heritors, be 
^ it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that, 
" along with the first four years' land«tax for 
f^Vthe City of Edinburgh, which shall be paid 
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^ by the' Heritors of the CSty of Edkiburgli, 
*• South and North Leith/ Canon^te and 
** Pleasance, and of the eight districts c* the 
** south side of the said City, by virtue ^of the 
^ before-recited act of the 25th year of his pre- 
** sent Majesty, there shalF be levied ai^ coT- 
** lected, from all and each of the proprietors, 
^ the sum of i§2 : 10s. per dentum of the valtied 
^* rent, according as the same shall be ascertain- 
** ed, for payment of the laiid-tax in eacfi of 
^ the aforesaid four years." 

^ Sec 23. — ^And, by section 23d of the act 
.** now under consideration, it is further enactedf, 
^ That the said ttmstees etrt hereby ctuihorhei 
^ and required to jmy tor the iaid Lord Provost^ 
^ Magistrates^ andCoundl^ortotheCifyCHim^ 
^ berlain for their behoof the amount of the 
^\ foresaid if 10 per centum, or such pcitt thereof 
^ as they shall find wiU not he required for com-' 
pleting the purposes of the two before-recked 
acts of the 25th and 96lh years of the' reign 
** of his present Majesty J* ■ 

** Sec. 24. — ^The next section declares. That 
" in case the said Trustees shall retain in theii* 
** hands any part of the amount of the said 
^ if 10 per centuntj so to be paid to thein^, that 
*' they should be accountable to the said Lord 
^ Provost, Magistrates, tuid Council, and their 
"foresaids, at balancing their books, for the 
^* sum so to be retained by them, the «ai* 






^ Trustees ; taid they are herelfjr reqtdred, at 
•^balancing their books, tk> makie paym^t of 
^ such retained aflm, or such part thereof a$ 
" ihalL not be expended for the aforesaid puf<^ 
^ poses^ to the akd Lord Fromsty Magistrafei^ 
^^ arid douneii^ and their afaremds^ or to tht 
^ CUy Chamberlain for behoof of the Commu^ 
^nkyr 

** Sec. Sd-^By a subs^qu^t daiise in the a- 
•♦ bave act,f the term allowed to tiie Trustees^fot 
^ balancingtheirbooks^ i$ eulaiigfedl in these words': 
^ — ^That the said Trustees ifeall not be requited 
^ tQ balance their books^ aM af^ly tihie monids 
** in thdr hands/ untfl the whole purposes in the 
^ two before-recked a^t^ fihall be (x^npleted, s6 
** far \a» the said Trustees shftB be inclined to 
^ exectrte the same; any tibing in the two be- 
** fi^re*rcdted acts^ of the 26th and 26^1 years 
♦^ of the reign of his present Majesty/ to thfe 
♦^iontrary notwithstanding/' * 

** By a recent act, passed in the 49th year oT 
" his present Majesty, it is^peciafly pr<mded arid 
** declared, that Whereas the sum of i^l500, by 
" the said-recited act of the 27th year of the 
*^ reign of his present Majesty, authorised to be 
^ applied by tiie Lord Brovosit,. Ma^strates^ 
**and CouncM of the^ City of Edinbsn^h, ai^ 
*^ their successors in oflEice, to the porpose of 
** draining the Meaddw on the south side of the 
^ laaid City, has been hxxaA to be inadequate for 
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^< tbat purpose, be it therefore enacted, that the 
^^ said Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council^ 
^^ and their successors in office, shall be, and they 
^Vare hereby authi»rised and empowered, to ap* 
*V ply any sum or sums of money to bq repeived 
^* by them from the Trustees appointed by the 
** sidd-redted act of the 25th year of the reign 
<^ of his present Majesty, to the extent of i^3£(00 
>^ sterlmg, for the puipose.pf draining the said 
H Meadow^ aiid the residujs tlierep^ if any be, 
.^f to be applied to the purposes dired^ by the 
i' said-4;ecited act of the 27th year of th^ isign 
*f of his preset Majesty/' 

,/* The sum of mon^ which the Magistraten 
^^ have laid out gh tibe fiiith of these difi&r^; 

^^ enacbpents, amoiiiitstei^31,4&l:vl9:4|V- ^ 
^ the (Ah&: hand^ the sum ;^^dik^ they recdved 
^^ for areas, &c. auid pld materii^ls, am^mots fee 
^f ^^"9,952 : 12 ; ?> leaving « balance due to the 
<^ informants of i^l^29 : 7 : 1, so tbat th^ir 
^^ expenditure has exceeded v^ greatly my bai* 
^Manceinthehandsofth^Truiftees. Jlegularac* 
^ counts of thc^ above eiqpeiwUture ar? in process/^ 

, To this ^ten^ent, in all points, we are di* 
secfccd to say, that the Magistrates ^d Council 
of tl^e City adhre; and, while the matter re* 
mains sub judice of the Court of S^ion, no 
^dsion having been yet pronounced (as yon 
would see from the process in your han^s), j|he 
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Iiord Provost has no reason to doubt the accu- 
racy of the view which has been given on the 
part of the City relative to the situation of Ijiis 
fund. 

You will there see that the balance in the 
hands of the South Bridge Trustees is not ap- 
plicable to the purpose you mention, and that 
it falls, on the ciMitrary, to be applied in repay- 
ment of advances, of much greater amount, 
which have lieen already made from the funds 
of the City, for uses appointed by the expresa 
enactnents of thoise statutes which are quoted 
in the above extract. 

Wkh the utmost respect for the gentlemen of 
your Committee, we are further desired to say, 
that his, Lordship can 1^ no means admits ei* 
ther that the bufldinjgs in ^ui^stion aire justly 
characterised by the epithet of " a nuisance dk^ 
" graceful to the Cittf^'\6x that so small a num- 
ber of individuals, however eminent, are en- 
titled to assume that they express the sense of 
the Inhabitants of this City at large, or of a 
majority of them, or even of any very consi- 
derable body of the Citizens. His Lordship 
can stfU less admit that any single point on the 
merits of the question, which the Suspenders 
have thought fit to agitate, relative to the New 
Buildings on the west of the North Bridge, 
has been decided, or is likely ever to ' be de- 
cided against the City. It is, however, only 
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before the Supreme Court, that his liord- 
ship, or any other person acting for the City^ 
am enter into argument upon this subject, and 
he must be permitted to decline, as irregujar 
and improper, all extrajudicial discussion, while 
the cause is in dependence. before the proper 
lodges either by means of private correspon- 
dence, or through tl^e medium of the puUic 
newspapers. In the mean time, we are autho^ 
rised to say, that the legal advice which his 
Liordship has received, does not permit him to 
doubt, that the pleas maintained on the part 
of the City must ultimately h^ successful, if the 
proceedings at law shall be resumed. 

He desires us further iio observe, that it is xixA 
the province of his Lord^p to give any opi^ 
nicHi on that part of the Minute of your Com- 
mittee which announces their intention to ap- 
ply to their Fellow-citizens for mpwy to main^ 
tain the suit here, and, if necessary, even in the 
House of Peers. The Lord Proyost cannot 
doubt, that, before a subscription, is applied £p^| 
it will be well conddered how far the subscri- 
bers naay render tli^n^lves responsil^le to aJl 
who may suffer damage by the continuance of 
the litigation, which they furnish the means to 
carry on. The pqsdUe extent of that damagp 
^eems, however, to hi^ Lordship 3q alarming^ 
th*t, in duty to his Fellow-citizenSi hp cannot 
iwoid desiring us likewise to, express his convic- 
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tioh to'you, that this con^deration will be can*- 
didly jmbmitt^ to the judgment of all the inw 
dividuds to whom iSnch ^n application may be 
made. Wc are, Sir, your most .obedient ser^ 
Tants, • 

(Signed) Macritchie and Mueray* 

Addressed to « James Stuart, Esq. W. &'• 



^^^^^(%%^^f%'V^, 



The Committee beg to submit two remark 
upon the foregoing letter* 

1. The greatest part of it consists of extracts 
from a pleading for the City, in the law-suit 
which is still in dependence, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the surplus of the Soudi Bridge 
' fund, and its legal application, and it is stated, 
that that pleading was prepared ^V^s far back 
" as the 1st of February 1814 ;" and its object 
is to shew, that no such fund is now in exist- 
ence, and, of course, that the statement in the 
Committee's first Minute, that such a fund still 
exists, to the extent of ^^12,087: 7 : 1, as at Whit- 
sunday 1817, and which, by act of Parliament, 
is exdusivefly applicable to the improvement jof 
the North Bridge, is erroneous. 

The short and conclusive answer to this state^ 
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ment k, that, while it isr foiibded nn ^fleadinjg 
J^rthe Cky in Fekrmry 1814, ifae GnnimttKie'B 

^tement ii; founded on k report by the eminevi^ 
Aoeountant to whom the Qmrt remitied the smb^ 
jecty for the eucpress purpose of ascertaining Afcr 
^Tsif, whidi report is dated in November 1817. 
% In reply to the condiiduig paragmp^ of 
Messrs. Macritchie and Murray's letter, the 
Committee request the attention of their Fel- 
low-citizens to th6 following Opinion by Mr. 
Solicitor-General and Mr. WiUiam Erskine, 
bearing, that the Subscribers " will not, in con- 
^ sequence of their subscriptions, be rendered 
*^ Imbte beyond tibe swns "^Imh they may^re- 
" spectively agree to a4vftape/' 
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CASE for JAMSsSTUAHTfEsq. Teunger (fDuneanrnj 
tmd OritEHs. 

Tlie Subtftiptimi Papers lor the Suba^ii^aosiS 
of the InhaiMtatite of t^ City of Xldinbwgliy 
Ibr flie pnrpoi^ of defraying ^ ej^nces ^ the 
ksiNraxts, for liie rfwipvul of the r3;Qge of Bttdd- 
in^ «L Ihe west tode of the NcHth Bridge, bear 
this title.— 
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J : *^ Subscriptions 

? To be a^Hed tawstrde pwrying into efiect the 
**.IU«il»tijmis of the Inttabitants, on the 2d 
" December 1817, on condition that the money 
^* in ;ta be «*Ued for ^a ,wp,nted, and that no 
^*>£reatermm caninuny event be called /or than 
^ ihemmsS^uhscrib^. The whole money to be 
<^ ftpj^ifd in renao^^g^ or endeavouring to re- 
*** naow, the pile of Buildings erecting on the 
^' Noith |Bii4ge/' 

A considerable number of Subscriptions were 
raised, and it is now intended to raise more, 
upon similar Subscription Papers. 

In the course of a treaty for a compronni^e of 
the subject of the law-suits, Mesisrs. Macritchie 
and Mmray, the agents for the City, in a letter 
to Mr. Stuart, as the Convener of the Commit- 
tee off Inhabitants, dated 17th inst. write thus : 
** The Ijord Provost cannot doubt, that, befwe 
^ a Subscription is applied for, it will be well 
^' considered, how far the Subscribers may ren- 
•* der themselves responsible to all who may 
^V suffer damage by the continuance of the liti- 
/* gation which they furnish the means tb carry 
^ on. The possible extent of that damage 
" seems, however, to his Lordship so alarming, 
** that, in duty to his Fellow-citizens, he cann(^ 
^^ avoid desiring us likewise to express his con- 
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** viction to yoi!, that this coiisideration wiU be 
^ candidly submitted to the judgment of all the 
*' individuals to whom application may be 
*^made," 

Your opinion is requested, Whether those 
persons who h^ve already subscribed, or may 
stiH subscribe, upon the terms above quoted, 
can in any circumstances be subjected in the 
expence of the law-suits, or otherwise, beyond 
the sunjs which they respectively have sub- 
scribed or may subscribe ? 

OPINION. 

We are of opinion, that the persons who 
have already subscribed, or may still subscribe, 
according to the terms quoted in the case, will 
not, in consequence of their Subscriptions, be 
rendered liable beyond the sums which they 
may respectively agree to advance* 

(Signed) James Wedderburn, 

WlLLIAIJJE ErSJKINE, 

i^dmburgh, 2!^tk February 1818. 



J, Rerson wUl callfa^' Subscriptions to*rni,orro}p. 
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